


Penn State Master Gardeners of Allegheny 
County

• Master Gardener 
volunteers support Penn 
State Extension's 
educational programs in 
consumer horticulture.



Penn State Master Gardeners of Allegheny 
County

gbb5154@psu.edu



Spirits in the Garden

February 20th at 6:30!

extension.psu.edu/spirits-in-the-garden



Spirits in the Garden
Amy Stewart



Spirits in the Garden
Brie Arthur



Pruning

http://www.extension.psu.edu


Why?

• Health of Plant

• Improve Vigor

• Control Shape

• Safety



Health of Plant

• Remove dead 
or dying 
branches

• Mechanical 
pest 
management



Improve Vigor

• Flowering

• Fruiting

• Light 
penetration



Control Shape

• Height

• Width 

• Direction

• Design



Safety



How?

• Bud removal

• Hormone Control

• Proper Cuts



Auxin
The plant hormone responsible for growth 
suppression in buds and responsible for 
orderly structure of branches.





Proper Cuts



Types of Cuts
• Heading Cut – An internodal cut to a lateral 

bud or between growing points reserved 
typically for young tree training, shrubs and 
hedges.

• Reduction Cut – A cut made to reduce a 
branch back to a smaller one that is also large 
enough to assume terminal growth.

• Branch Removal – Cuts made to remove 
entire branches from trunk. 





Tree Training



Branch Angle



When

• Generally, deciduous and evergreen plants 
should be pruned in the late winter or early 
spring, before growth starts.



Hedge and Shrub Pruning



Hedge and Shrub Pruning



Hedge and Shrub Pruning



Root Pruning



Root Pruning



Root Pruning
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Master Gardeners



Illustration References

• Pruning, UGA/CAES Extension, flickr.com CC 
2.0

• https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/pruning-
shrubs-and-hedges

• https://extension.unh.edu/resource/planting-
and-mulching-trees-and-shrubs-fact-sheet

• https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/root-prune-
examples.shtml

• https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/girdling-
roots

https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/pruning-shrubs-and-hedges
https://extension.unh.edu/resource/planting-and-mulching-trees-and-shrubs-fact-sheet
https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/root-prune-examples.shtml
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